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REMARKABLE EVENTS OF THE LATE AMERICAN WAR.

1812.

War declared by the United States against Great Bri-

tain, June 18.

The British repulsed from Sackett's Harbour, July 19.

The British frigate Macedonian taken by the American

I frigate United States, Captain Decatur, August 2.

British sloop of war Alert taken by the United States'

frigate Essex, August 13.

Fort Detroit, with the American army commanded by

Gen. Hull, surrenders to the British, August 16.

The British frigate Guerriere sunk by the American fri-

gate Constitution, Captain Hull, August 19.

The British sloop of war Frolic taken by the American
sloop of war Wasp, Captain Jones, October 18.

The British frigate Java sunk by the American frigate

Constitution, Captain Bainbridge, December 29.

1813.

Defeat of General Winchester on the river Raisin, Ja-

nuary 23.

The British sloop of war Peacock sunk by the Ameri-
can sloop of war Hornet, Capt. Lawrence, Feb. 24.

Capture of York in Canada, April 27.

The American frigate Chesapeake taken by the British

frigate Shannon, in which Captain Lawrence, of the
Chesapeake, was mortally wounded, June 1.

The British brig Boxer taken by the American sloop
of war Enterprise, in which Lieutenant Burrows, of
the Enterprise, was mortally wounded, Sept. 6.

Capture of the British squadron, on Lake Erie, by the
American squadron, under the command ofCommo-
dore Perry.

—

hi this action the Americans took more
prisoners than they had men, September 10.

The British army, commanded by Gen. Proctor, taken
by the American army, commanded by General
Harrison, October 5.

. General Hampton invades Canada, October 20.

General Wilkinson descends the river St. Lawrence,
November 3.

Battle of Williamsburg, in which General Covington was
killed, November 10.

Fort George blown up, and the town of Newark laid in
ashes, December 10.

The British take Fort Niagara by storm, December 19.

Lewistown, Youngston, Manchester, and the Indian Tus-
carora Village burnt by the British, December 20.

Black Rock and Buffalo burnt by the British and In-
dians, December 31.

1814.
General Jackson defeats and disperses the Creek Indians

with great slaughter, which terminates the Creek
War, March 27.

The United States' frigate Essex, Captain Porter, cap-

tured after a dreadful engagement of two hours
and fifty minutes, by the British frigate Phoebe and
sloop Cherub, March 28.

The affair at La Colle Mills, March SO.

The British sloop of war Epervier captured by the

American sloop of war Peacock, captain Warring-
ton, April 29.

Capture of Fort Erie, July 3.

Battle of Chippewa, July 5.

The British under General Drummond attack Fort Erie,

and are beaten off with great loss by the Americans
under General Gaines, August 15.

Capture of the city of Washington, August 24.

The British squadron on Lake Champlain taken by the
American squadron under the command of Commo-
dore M'Donough, September 11.

General Macomb's victory at Plattsburg, September 11,

Peace between the United States and Great Britain,

signed at Ghent, December 24.

Ratified by the Prince Regent, December 28.

First attack by the British on the American lines near
New Orleans, December 28.

1815.
Second attack by the British on the American lines at

New Orleans, January 1.

Third attack, January 8.

Brilliant victory of Jackson, and death of Generals Pack-
enham and Gibbs, January 8.

The American frigate President captured by a British
squadron, January 15.

Fort Bowyer, on Mobile Point, taken by the British,

February 8.

Peace between the Unitad States and Great Britain rati-

fied by the Senate' of the United States, February
18.

The British frigate Cyane, and sloop of war Levant, both
captured in 40 minutes, by the United States' fri-

gate Constitution, Captain Stewart, February 20.

War declared by the United States against Algiers,
March 2.

Corner stone of the Washington Monument, laid at Bal-

timore, July 4.

Cornerstone ofthe Monument in memory of those brave
men who fell in the defence of Baltimore, laid Sept.

12.
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Explanation of Characters in this Almanack.

New Moon, ^jffl First Quarter. %&j Full Moon. \J^ Last Quarter.

The Twelve Constellations in the Zodiac.

0$ Aries, or ram.

ri^ Taurus, or bull.

£ft Gemini, or twins.

•IB Cancer, or crab-fish.

(ft Leo, the lion.

J* Virgo, or virgin.

$ft Libra, or balance.

cfg Scorpio, or scorpion.

#) Sagittarius, or bowman..

^ Capricornus, or goat.

$& Aquarius, t)r waterman.

SSS Pisces, the fishes.

The Planets and their Qualities.

t> Saturn, cold, dry.

2J.
Jupiter, warm, moist.

j Mars, hot; dry.

O Sun, fiery, dry.

$ Venus, moist, warm.

£ Mercury, warm, dry.

]) Moon, cold, moist, changing.

IJI Herschel, hot, dry, moist, changing.

Aspects and other Characters.

Conjunction J
Opposition £
Trine A
Quartile n

Sextile -£

Moon's ascen. w
Moon's desc. r\

Good cupping 9
Chronological Cycles.

Good bleeding :£

Tolerable good bleeding *f<

Moon in apo. or perigee j)

h. and m. hours and min.

Dominical Letter E D
Lunar Cycle, or Golden Number 17
Epact 26

Solar Cycle

Roman Indiction

Julian Period

Semi Sextile ss.

Dragon's head S)>

Seven stars 7*

Earth ©

1

13
6553

MOVEABLE FEASTS.
Septuagesima Sunday Feb. 16
Quinquagesima or Shrove Sun. March 1

Ash Wed. or 1st day of Lent March 4
Mid Lent Sunday March 29
Palm Sunday April 12
Easter Sunday April 19

Ember Days.

Low Sunday April 26
Rogation Sunday May 24
Ascen. Day, or Holy Thursday May 28
Whit Sunday June 7
Trinity Sunday June 14

Advent Sunday Nov. 29

The 11th of March, the 10th of June, the 16th of September,

and the 16th of December.

CARDINAL POINTS.
Vernal Equinox the 20th of Marck, at 7 o'clock 4 minutes in the morning.

Summer Solstice the 21st of June, at 4 o'clock 47 minutes in the morning.

*X Autumnal Equinox the 22d of September, at 6 o'clock 52 minutes in the evening.
• Winter Solstice the 21st of December, at 12 o'clock 12 minutes, afternoon.

Japiter 4 is called the reigning planet this year.

4 •

.



Solar and Lunar Eclipses for the Year 1840. S

There will be four Eclipses this year; two of the Sun, and two of the Moon, as follows :

—

1. The first is a partial Eclipse of the Moon, the 17th day of February, at 8 o'clock 52 minutes in the morning.

2. The second is an annular Eclipse of the Sun, the 3d day of March, at 11 o'clock 4 minutes in the evening,

invisible here; she will be visible in China, and the adjoining Continent and Oceans. *

3. The third is a partial Eclipse of the Moon, the 13th day of August, in the morning, visible.

Beginning of the Eclipse at 12 o'clock 52 minutes in the morning.

Middle of the Eclipse 2 o'clock 17 minutes.

End of the Eclipse 3 o'clock 42 minutes.

Duration 2 hours 50 minutes. Digits eclipsed 7£ on the northern limb of the Moon, from the south part of the

Earth's shadow.

4. The fourth is a total Eclipse of the Sun, the 27th day of August, at 1 o'clock 43 minutes in the morning, in-

visible here. I

The Sun will be totally eclipsed op the Indian Ocean, in longitude 147 degrees 48 minutes east from Philadel-

phia, and in latitude 34 degrees 44«jjnutes south. At the Cape of (5ood Hope and ftew Holland, some part of

this Eclipse will be visible.

BATTLE BETWEEN TWO SNAKES.

As I was one day sitting in my arbour, my attention

xvas engaged by a strange sort of rustling noise at some
paces distant. I looked around, and, to my astonish-

ment, 1 beheld two snakes, of considerable length, the

one pursuing the other with great celerity through a

hemp stubble-field. The aggressor was of the black

kind, six feet long; the fugitive was a water-snake,

nearly of equal dimensions. They soon met, and, in the

fury of their first encounter, they appeared in an instant

firmly twisted together; and, whilst their united tails

beat the ground, they tried with open jaws to lacerate

each other. What a fell aspect did they present ! Their

heads were compressed to a very small size ; their eyes

flashed fire; and, after this conflict had lasted about

five minutes, the second found means to disengage itself

from the first, and hurried towards a ditch. Its antago-

nist instantly assumed a new posture, and, half creeping

and half erect, with a majestic mien, overtook the other

again, which placed itself in the same attitude, and pre-

pared to resist. The scene was uncommon and beauti-

ful; for, thus opposed, they fought with their jaws,

biting each other with the utmost rage ; but, notwith-

standing this appearance of mutual courage and fury,

the water-snake still seemed desirous of retreating to-

ward the ditch, to its natural element. This was no
Booner perceived by the keen-eyed black one, than,

twisting its tail twice round a stalk of hemp, and seizing

its adversary by the throat, not by means of its jaws, but
by twisting its own neck twice round that of the water-
snake, it pulled the latter back from the ditch. To pre-
vent a defeat, the water-snake took hold likewise of a
-talk on the bank, and, J^^g^cquisuion of that point

.A 2

of resistance, became a match for its fierce antagonist."

Strange was this to behold ! two great snakes, strongly

adhering to the ground, fastened together by means of

the writhings which lashed them to each other, and
stretched at their full length ! They pulled, but pulled

in vain ; and, in the moments of their greatest exertion,

that part of their bodies which was entwined seemed
extremely small, while the rest appeared inflated, and
now and then convulsed with strong undulations, rapid-

ly following each other. Their eyes seemed on fire,

and ready to start out of their heads: at one time, the

conflict seemed decided; the water-snake bent itself

into two great folds, and, by that operation, rendered

the other more than commonly outstretched. The next

minute the new struggles of the black one gained an

unexpected superiority; it acquired two great folds

likewise, which necessarily extended the body of its

adversary, in proportion as it had contracted its own.

These efforts were alternate : victory seemed doubtfu

inclining sometimes to the one side, and sometimes to

the other; until, at last, the stalk, to which the black-

snake was fastened, suddenly gave way, and, in conse-

quence of this accident, they both plunged into the

ditch. The water did not extinguish their vindictive

rage; for, by their agitations, I could trace, though not

distinguish, their mutual attacks. They soon re-ap-

peared on the surface, twisted together, as in their first

onset; but the black-snake seemed to retain its wonted

superiority, for its head was exactly fixed above that of

the other, which he incessantly pressed down under the

water, until it was stifled, and sunk. The victor, no

sooner perceived its enemy incapable of further resisU

ance, than, abandoning it to the current, it returned on

shore, and disappeared.



The First Month, or JANUARY—1840,

Week
Days.

Remarkable Days.
High
Water.

Moon
JR.SfS.

Moon's
Signs.

Aspects of Planets a/id

otlusr Miscellaniek

gjjl Sun
^sl rises $ sets

Moon
south.

Old
Dec.

Wed
Thur
Frid

Satur

1 New Year
2 Abel, Seth

3 Enoch
4 Methusalem

11 39



Has 31 Days.

MOON'S PHASES.

JVe-w Moon the 4th at 4 o'clock 19 minutes in

the afternoon.

First quarter the 12th at 2 o'clock 56 minutes

tV* the morning.

Full Moon the l&th at 7 o'clock 32 minutes in

the evening-.

Last quarter the 26th at 8 o'clock 33 minutes

in the morni?isF
.

CONJECTURE OF THE WEATHEH.

The 1st, 2d, 3d, fair, moderate, with west and south-

west wind; 4th, 5th, cloudy, rainy; 6th, snow; 7th,

8th, clear; 9th, 10th, 11th, variable ; 12th, 13th, cloudy;

14th, snow storm; 15th, cold; 16th, moderate; 17th,

18th, cloudy, rainy; 19th, 20th, 21st, mostly clear; 22d,

23d, variable ; 24th, rain and snow; 25th, 26th, 27th,

very cold, with northwest wind; 28th, 29th, moderate,
cloudy; 30th, 31st, cloudy, rainy.

REMARKABLE EVENTS.

1 Montgomery fell 1776
2 Cannonade of Trenton '77

3 Battle of Princeton '77

5 Richmond destroyed by the British '81

6 Doctor Benjamin Franklin born 1706
9 Sunbury taken 79
17 Tarleton defeated at the Cow-Pens 'SI

20 Preliminary articles 1783
21 King of France beheaded '93

Pope Gregory reforms the Julian Calendar—New
style introduced into the Catholic countries—Octo-
ber 5, being reckoned October 15, 1532.

Court of Quarter Sessions and Court of Common Pleas.

Berks



8 The Second Month, or FEBRUARY—1840,

fVeek

Davs.
Remarkable Bays.

Satur
|
1 Bridget

High I Moon
Water. \R. fy, S.

Moon's\Aspects of Planets and
Signs.

I
other Miscellanies.

Sun
rises fy sets

Moon
south.

Old
Dec.

12 38| 5 54|^20J2J. rises 12 57 |14|7 0|5 0|10 2620

5.) 4th Sunday after Epiphany. Malt. 8. Day's length 10 hours 2 minutes.

Sund



Has 29 Days.

MOON'S PHASES.

•Vew Moon the 3d at 8 o'clock 58 minutes in

the morning.

First quarter the 10th at 11 o'clock 3 minutes

in the forenoon. '

Full Moon the 17th at 8 o'clock 52 minutes in

the morning'.

Last quarter the 25th at 5 o'clock 49 minutes

in the morning.

CONJECTURE OF THE WEATHER.

The 1st, 2d, 3d, cloudy, rainy; 4th, 5th, 6th, varia-

ble; 7th, snow; 8th, 9th, 10th, cold wind; 11th, 12th,

cloudy; 13th, 14tb, 15th, variable; 16th, 17th, snow;
18th, cold, northwest wind ; 19th, moderate; 20th, rain

;

21st, rain and snow ; 22d, 23d, clear, cold strong north-

west wind ; 24th, 25th, clear, cold ; 26th, snow ; 27th,

28th, fine and pleasant; 29th, rainy.

REMARKABLE EVENTS.
6 French alliance 1778

22 Geonge Washington born 1732
27 Tories defeated in North Carolina '78

Raleigh discovered Virginia 1584—Hudson's bay or
river, discovered, 1607— Colonies sent to Virginia
from England, 1608—A British colony established
in Virginia, 1614.

Court of Quarter



10 The Third Month, or MARCH—1840,

Week
Davs RemMhuble Days.

High
Water.

Moon \Moon's\Aspects of Planets and\
\

J?, fy S.\ Signs. I other Miscellanies, 'a

Sun
rises fysets

Moon iow
south, rv

90



Has 31 Days. 11

MOON'S PHASES.

JVew Moon the 3d at 11 o'clock.4i minutes in

the eveni?ig.

First quarter the, 10th at 6 o'clock 7 minutes
• in the evening.

Full .Moon the 17th at 11 o'clock 30 minutes in

the evening:

Last quarter the 26th at 1 o'clock 40 minutes

in the morning:

conxectuhe of the weather.

The 1st, 2d, 3d, fair ; 4tli, 5th, cloudy, with rain and
snow; 6th, 7th, cold, northwest wind ; 8th, 9th, 10th,

11th, fair; 12th, cloudy; 13th, variable; 14th, windy;
15th, fair; 16th, snowstorm; 17th, 18th, cold; 19th,

20th, cloudy, with snow ; from 21st to 24th, fine weather

;

25th, 26th, rain and snow ; 27th, 28th, cold wind ; 29th,

30th, 31st, pleasant weather.

REMARKABLE EVENTS.
1 Confederation ratified 1781
1 Battle of Briar's Creek '79

4 First Federal Congress met '89

5 Dorchester Point fortified '76

15 Battle of Guildford '81—17 Boston evacuated '76

4 George Washington elected President, 1789
4 John Adams ditto 1797
4 Thomas Jefferson ditto 1801
4 James Madison ditto 1809
4 James Monroe ditto 1817
4 John Quincy Adams ditto 1825
4.Andrew Jackson ditto 1829
4 Martin Van Buren ditto 1837

Supreme Court,*—Philadelphia 17

Court of Quarter Sessions and Court of Common Pleas.

Beaver
Fayette
Philadelphia

Warren
Butler

Greene

2
2
2
2
9

16

Schuylkill

Alleghany
Armstrong
Indiana

Mercer
Washington

16
23

23

23
23

23

done most terrible damage to the head and body, that
the colossus gave up the ghost. The darkness of the
night increased the danger of the contest, for this gi-
gantic animal tossed our boat about in the stream at his
pleasure ; and it was at a fortunate moment indeed for
us that he gave up the struggle, as he had carried us
into a complete labyrinth of rocks which, in the midst
of the confusion, none of our crew had observed.
For want ofproper weapons the natives cannot kill a

Hippopotamus of this size: all they can do to drive him
from their fields is to make a little noise in the night and
keep up fires at different spots. These animals, from
their voracity, are a curse to a whole district; and in

some places they are so bold that they will not quit the

fields which they are laying waste, till a great number
of men come out with poles and loud cries to attempt to

drive them away.

MOOSE-DEER.

There is an opinion prevalent among the Indians, that

the Moose, among the methods of self-preservation with

which he seems better acquainted than almost any other

animal, has the power of remaining for a long time under
water. Two men of the band of Wa-ge-to-tOh-gun,

whom I knew perfectly well, and considered very good
and credible Indians, after a long day's absence on a

hunt, came in and stated that they had chased a Moose;

into a small pond, that they had seen him go to the mid-

dle of it, and disappear; and then choosing positions,

from which they could see every part of the circumfer-



12 The Fourth Month, or APRIL—1840,

Week
Days.

Remarkable Days.
High
Water.

Moon Moon's
Signs.

Aspects of Planets and g-j

other Miscellanies. IhIs

Sun
rises fy sets

Moon
south.

Old
Mar.

Wed
Thur
Frid

.Satur

1 Theodore

2 Theodosia

3 Ferdinand

4 St. Ambrose

1 11



Has SO Days. 13

MOON'S PHASES.

New Moon the 2d at 10 o'clock 19 minutes in

the forenoon.

h\rst quarter the 9th at 1 o'clock 21 minutes ==gg
' in the morning.

Full Moon the Kith at 2 o'clock 54 minutes in

the afternoon.

Laht quarter the 24th at 6 o'clock 46 minutes

in the evening.

COUJECTUHE OF THE WEATHEH.

Tlie 1st, 2d, rainy; 3d, 4th, boisterous; 5th, 6th, 7th,

fine, pleasant ; 8th, thunder; 9th, 10th, 11th, variable;

12th, cloudy, rainy ; 13th, 14th, cold wind; 15th, rain;

16th, variable; 17th, rain and snow; 18th, 19th, cold

wind; 20th, fair; 21st, 22d, cloudy; 23d, 24th, 25fch,

clear, warm; 26th, 27th, 28th, variable; 29th, 30th,

cloudy, rainy.

REMARKABLE EVENTS.
15 Fort Watson taken 1781
17 Doctor Franklin died '90

19 Battle of Lexington '75

25 Second battle of Camden '81

26 Petersburg destroyed '81

27 Stores burnt at Danbury '77.

Court of Quarter Sessions and Court of Common Pleas.



.44 The Fifth Month, or MAY—1840,

Week
Days.

FFid"

Satur

Remarkable Days.

1 Phil. James

2 Sigismund

High
Water.

Moon
R.8fS.

Moon's
Signs.

Aspects of Planets and
other Miscellanies.

1 40
2 23

]) sets

8 24
(1st, (OcT.O
j)inp. $ris.4

Sun
rises <$• sefs.

Moon
south. Apr.

315

35
716 53111 44

66 5412 35

19

20

18.) 2d Sunday after Easter. John 10. Day's length 13 hours 50 minutes.

Sund
Mond
Tues
Wed
Thur
Frid

Satur

3 Inv. of Cross

4 Florianus

5 Godart

6 St. John Ev.

7 Domicilla

8 Stanislaus

9 Job

24
31

36
30
35

26
13

9 37

10 48

11 45

morn
12 34

1 8

1 37

Hi 7

HE 22

3S19
££ 3

2J.
south 11 56

£ gr. elong.west o
.£<$, 1) rises 9 44
Spica south 10 18

8th [8 50

fi®, Ant. ris.i 4 59

55

56
57

58
59

1

36

43
48
51

47

38
25

21

22
23
24
25

26
27

19.) 3d Sunday after Easter. John



Has 31 Days, 15

MOON'S PHASES.

JVew Moon the 1st at 7 o'clock 5 minutes in

Che evening.

First quarter the 8th at 9 o'clock 49 minutes

in the morning-.

Full Moon the 16lh at 6 o'clock 29 minutes in

tlie morning.

Last quarter the 24fA at 8 o'clock 23 minutes

in the morning.

New Moon the 31st at 2 o'clock 14 minutes in

Che morning.

CONJECTTTIIE OP THE WEATHER.

The 1st, 2d, 3d, cloudy, rainy; 4th, 5th, warm ; 6th,

7th, 8th, fair; 9th, 10th, cloudy; 11th, thunder; 12th,

13th, rain; 14th, fair; 15th, 16th, 17th, rainy; 18th,

slight frost, clear; 19th, thunder; 20th, 21st, clear; 22d,

cloudy; 23d, 24th, 25th, 26th, cloudy, rainy; 27th,

28th, 29tn, 30th, fair; 31st, thunder.

REMARKABLE EVENTS.
5 Treaty with France ratified 1778
7 Siege of Quebec raised '76

10 First Congress met '75

12 Charleston surrendered '80

15 British burnt Camden '81

20 Arnold joins Cornwaliis '81

24 Battle near S.ava«inah '82

25 Federal Convention met '82

Supreme Court.—Lancaster 19

Court of Quarte" Sessions and Court of Common Pleas.

Clearfield



16 The Sixth Month, or JUNE—1840,

Week
Day?'.

Remarkable Days, i ^J*
L

Mond
Tues
Wed
Thur
Frid

Satur

1 Nicodemus
2 Marcellus

3 Erasmus
4 Darius

5 Bonifacius

6 Artenius

Moon Moon's
Signs.

Aspects of Planets and
other Miscellanies.

18

23

25

18

5

50

9 20
10 6

10 47
11 17

11 40
morn

* 1

H^ 16

« 1

<fif29

1112

5 -=

B 2

/Sun

rises 4" s?te.

Jkfoon

sout/t.

Old
May.

23.) Whit. Sunday.

>i<& , prises 7 47 n
$ rises 3 54

4 south 9 46

Spica so. 8 22
6th, *f, tf

2



Has 30 Days. 17

MOON'S' PHASES.

First quarter the 6th at 8 o'clock 16 minutes

in the evening;

Full Moon the 14>th at 9 o'clock 48 minutes
'in the evening:

Last quarter the 22d at 6 o'clock 30 minutes

in the evening:

New Moon the 29th at 8 o'clock 57 minutes
in the morning.

CONJECTtraE OF THE WEATHEB.

The 1st, 2d, fine, clear; 3d, 4th, variable; 5th, 6th,

cloudy; 7th, 8th, thunder; 9th, 10th cloudy ; lltb, 12th,

13th, cloudy, rainy; 14th, 15th, 16th, variable; 17th,

thunder; 18th, fair; 19th, showers; 20th, 21st, 22d,

fine, warm; 23d, thunder; 24th, 25th, variable; 26th,

27th, 28th, very warm • 29th, thunder showers; 30th,

fair.

REMARKABLE EVENTS.
1 Boston port shut 1774

15 George Washington appointed General '75

17 Battle of Bunker's Hill '75

18 Philadelphia evacuated '78

20 Siege of Ninety- Six raised '81

24 Treaty with Great Britain '95

25 Battle of Charleston '76

28 Battle of Monmouth '78

28 Battle of Sullivan's Island '76.



18 The Seventh Month, or JULY—1840,

Week
Days.

Remarkable Days.
High
Water.

Moon
R.S(S,

Moon's
Sisns.

Aspects of Planets and
other Miscellanies.

Sun
rises Sf sets.

Moon
south.

Old
Jul'.-

Wed
Thur
Frid

Satur

1 Theobald
2 Visit. V. M.
3 Cornelius

4 Independ.

3 59



Has 31 Days. 19

MOON'S PHASES.

First quarter the 6th at 9 o'clock 2 minutes

in the morning.

Full Moon the 14f/j at 12 o'clock 29 minutes
in the afternoon.

Last quarter the 22d at 1 o'clock 45 minutes
in the morning. * „

JVew Moon the 2Sth at 4 oTSgcfc 27 minutes in

the afternoon.

CONJECTURE OF THE "WEATHER.

The 1st, warm; 2d, rain ; 3d, 4th, warm ; 5th, thunder
shower; 6th, 7th, 8tb, fair, warm; 9th, cloudy; 10th,

11th, cloudy, rainy; 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, fair; 16th,

17th, cloudy, rainy ; 18th, 19th, 20th, fair ; 21st, 22d,

variable ; 23d, 24th, 25th, rainy weaiher ; 26th, 27th,

thunder; 28th, 29th, 30th, warm; 3lst, thunder.

REMARKABLE EVENTS.
1 Massacre at Wyoming by the Tories 1778.

4 Independence declared '76

7 Fairfield burnt '77

7 Norwalk burnt '79

8 Cannonade Guvin's Island '79

10 French landed to assist America on Rhode Island
'80

11 Savannah evacuated '82

15 Stoney Point taken '79

Court of Quarter Sessions and Court of Common Pleas.

Cambria 6
|
Schuylkill 27

having given a formal challenge to every vessel of the

same description. At one of her mast heads was a flag,

on which her name was inscribed in conspicuous let-

ters; and on another, the words, "Not the Little Belt;"
alluding to the broadsides which the President had fired

into that sloop, before the war. The Constitution being
ready for action, now approached, her crew giving three
cheers. Both continued manoeuvring for three quar-
ters of an hour; the Guerriere attempted to take a

raking position, and failing in this, soon afterwards be-
gan to pour out her broadsides, with a view of crippling
her antagonist. From the Constitution, not a gun had
been fired. Already had an officer twice come on the
quarter-deck, with information that several of the men
had fallen at the guns. Though burning with impatience,
the crew silently awaited the orders of their commander.
The long expected moment at length arrived. The
vessel being brought exactly to the designed position,
directions were given to fire broadside after broadside
in quiek succession. Never was any scene more dread-

ful. For fifteen minutes, the lightning of the Constitu-
tion's guns is a continual blaze, and their thunder roars
without intermission. The enemy's mizen mast lies

over her side, and she stands exposed to a fire that
sweeps her decks. She becomes unmanageable; her
hull is shattered, her sails and rigging cut to pieces.

Her mainmast and foremast fall overboard, taking with
them every spar, except the bowsprit. The firing now
ceased, and the Guerriere surrendered. Her loss was
fifteen killed, and sixty-three wounded ; tlie Constitution
had seven men killed, and seven wounded. The Guer-
riere was so much damaged, as to render it impossible
to bring her into port; she was, therefore, on the fol-

lowing day, blown up. The Constitution received so

little injury, that she was in a few hours ready for

another action.

THE NIGHTINGALE AND GLOW-WORM.

A Nightingale, that all day long
Had cheer'd the village with his song,
Nor yet at eve his note suspended,
Nor yet when eventide was ended,
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Has 31 Days. 21

MOON'S PHASES. •

First quarter the 5th at 12 o'clock 13 minutes
in the morning.

Full Moon the loth at 2 o'clock 14 minutes in

t

the morning.

Last quarter 20th at 7 o'clock 16 minutes in

the morning.

JVe-v Moon the 27th at 1 o'clock 43 minutes in

the morning.

' COXJECTTJItE OF THE WEATHER.

The 1st, cloudy; 2d, thunder; 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th,

warm, clear; 7th, rainv; 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, sultry,

12th, cloudy; 13th, 14th, fair; 15th,- 16th, 17th, varia-

ble ; 13th, cloudy, rainy ; 19th, 20th, 21st., warm, clear

;

22d, cloudy ; 23d, thunder ; 24th, 25th, 26th, fair ; 27th,

cloudy, rainy; 28th, fair; 29th, rain ; 30lh, 31st, clear.

REMARKABLE EVENTS.
16 Battle of Camden 1780
20 Indians defeated by General Wayne '94

22 Siege of Fort Schuyler raised '77

26 De Grasse's fleet arrived '81

27 Battle of Long Island '76

Court of Quarter Sei
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Week
Days.



Has 30 Days. 23

MOON'S PHASES. •

First quarter the 3d at 5 o'clock 37 minutes

in the evening.

Full Moon the l\th at 2 o'clock 47 minutes in

the afternoon.

Last quarter the ISth at 12 o'clock 31 minutes

in the afternoon.

New Moon the 25th at 1 o'clock 26 minutes in

the afternoon.

CONJECTURE OF THE WEATHEB.

The 1st, 2d, cloudy, rainy; 3d, 4th, thunder; 5th,

6th, 7th, warm; 8th, 9th, 10th, variable; 11th, cloudy;

12th, thunder; 13th, 14th, 15th, clear; 16th, 17th,

18th, variable ; 19th, 20th, thunder showers ; 21st, 22d,

23d, fair; 24th, rain; 25th, 26th, clear; 27th, rainy;

28th, 29th, 30th, cloudy, rainy.

REMARKABLE EVENTS.
3 Definitive treaty 1783
5 Sea-fight, Chesapeake '81

6 Groton burnt '81

8 Battle ofEutaw '81

11 Battle of Brandywine '77

13 New London burnt '81

15 New York taken '76 %

20 Surprise and massacre at Paoli '77

24 Battle of King's mountain '80

25 Arnold's plot '80

26 Philadelphia taken '77

27 Major Andre taken '80

30 Battle with the Miami Indians '90

western counties of Pennsylvania ; and, on the approach
of this respectable force, the insurgents laid down their

arms, solicited* the clemency of government, and pro-

mised future submission to the laws."

FASCINATION OF SERPENTS.

Supreme Court.-
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Week
Days.

Remarkable Days.
High
Water.

Moon
R.$S.

Moon's
Sizns.

Aspects of Planets and 3 j
other Miscellanies, a 2

Sun I Moon old

rises 8c sets, south. Sep.

Thur
Frid

Satur

1 Remigius

2 Ch. Columb.

3 Jairus

6 24
7 15

8 7

8 59
9 52
10 51

mi? </Dt>> f> sets 9 13

$ sets 6 35

3d \j

6 1115 491 4 36

6 125 48 5 27

6 145 46 6 19

19

20
21

40.) 16th Sunday after Trinity. Luke 7. Day's length 11 hours 30 minutes.

22
23
24
25
26

Sund
Mond
Tues
Wed
Thur
Frid

Satur

4 Franciscus

5 Placidus

6 Fides

7 Amelia
8 Pelagius

9 St. Denys
10 Gereon

8 56



Has 31 Days. 25

MOON'S PHASES.

First quarter the 3d at 12 o'clock 37 minutes

in the afternoon.

Full Moon the 11th at 2 o'clock 13 minutes in

the morning.

Last quarter the 17lh at 6 o'clock 57 minutes

in the evening.

New Moon the 25th at 3 e'clock 57 minutes m
the morning.

CONJECTURE OF THE WEATHER.

The 1st, 2d, 3d, variable; 4th, 5th, 6th, fair; 7th,

.cloudy; 8th, 9th, rain; 10th, 11th, fair; 12th, rain; 13th,

14th, 15th, 16th, clear; 17th, 18th, 19th, variable, cloudy;

20th, 21st, 22d, 23d, clear; 24th, 25th, variable; 26th,

27th, cloudy, rainv; 28th, 29th, 30th, 31st, fair.

REMARKABLE EVENTS.
1 Billingport evacuated 1777
2 Major Andre executed '80

4 Battle of Germantown '77

15 Esopus burnt '77

18 Falmouth burnt '75

19 Cornwallis taken '81

20 Battle of Red Bank '77

24 Battle of Mohawk river '81

27 Burgoyne surrendered '77

28 Battle of White Plains 76

America discovered by Columbus, October 11, 1492.
Americas "Vespucius, a Florentine, from whom it

derives its name, discovered North America, 1497.

—

Luther propagates the doctrines of the Reformation
in Germany, 1517.

Court of Quarter Sessions and Court of Common Pleas.

Mercer 19 I Alleghany 26
Schuylkill 19 I Armstrong 26

and offers some ingenious explanations of the origin of
what he considers a popular mis'ake. Our readers will,

we think, be interested by an extract or two from this

work:

—

° In conducting my inquiries into this curious subject
I endeavoured to ascertain the two following points, viz.

first, what species of birds are most frequently observed
to be enchanted by the serpents ? and, secondly, at what
season of the year has any particular species been the
most commonly under this wonderful influence ? 1 sup-
posed this would furnish me with a clue to a right ex-
planation of the whole mystery.

"Birds have an almost uniform and determinate
method of building their nests, whether we consider the
form of the nest, its materials, or the place in which it

is fixed. Those birds which build their nests upon the
ground, on the lower branches of trees, and on low
bushes (especially on the sides of rivers, creeks, &c,
that are frequented by different kinds of serpents),
have most frequently been observed to be under the
enchanting faculty of the rattle-snake, &c. Indeed, the
bewitching spirit of these serpents seems to be almost
entirely limited to these kinds of birds. Hence we so
frequently hear tales of the fascination of our cat-bird,

which builds its nest in the low bushes, on the sides of
creeks', and other waters, the most usual haunts of the
black snake and other serpents. Hence, too, upon
opening the stomachs of some of our serpents, if we
often find that they contain birds, it is almost entirely

those birds which build in the manner I have just men-
tioned.

"The rattlesnake seldom, if ever, climbs up a tree.

He is frequently, however, found about their roots, es-

pecially in wet situations. It is said that it is often
seen, curled round a tree, darting terrible glances at a
squirrel, which after some time is so much influenced
by these glances, or by some subtle emanation from the
body of the serpent, that the poor animal falls into the
jaws of its enemy. Is the animal's fear and distress a

matter of any wonder? Nature has taught different

animals wfcat animals are their enemies; and as the rat-

tle-snake occasionally devours birds and squirrels, to

these animals he must necessarily be an object of fear.

Sometimes the squirrel drives away the serpent, but
occasionally approaching too near his enemy, he is bit-

ten or immediately devoured. These hostilities, how-
ever, are not common.

",1 have already observed, that the rattle-snake does
not climb up trees; but the black-snake and some •.

other species of the coluber do. When impelled by
hunger and incapable of satisfying it by the capture of
animals on the ground, they begin to glide up trees or
bushes upon which a bird has its nest. The bird is

not ignorant of the serpent's object. She leaves her
nest, whether it contains eggs or young ones, and en-
deavours to oppose the reptile's progress. In doing
this, she is actuated by the strength of her instinctive at-

tachment to her eggs, or of affection to her young.
Her cry is melancholy, her motions are tremulous.

She exposes herself to the most imminent danger.
Sometimes she approaches so near the reptile that he
seizes her as his prey. But this is far from being uni-
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26 The Eleventh Month, or NOVEMBER—1840,

Week
Days.

44.)

Sund
Mond
Tues
Wed
Thur
Frid

Satur

Remarkable Days.
High
Water.

Moon
R.SfS.

Moon'slJlspects of Planets and
Signs, other Miscellanies.

Sun
rises 8{ sets.

Moon
south.

Old
Oct.

20th Sunday after Trinity. Matt. 22. Day's length 10 hours 18 minutes.

1 All Saints

2 All Souls

3 Theophilus

4 Charlotte

5 Malachias

6 Leonard
7 Engelbert

7 42

8 27

9 10
54
38
24
13

9

10

11

12

10 49
11 53
morn
12 56

1

8

17

S&25

££20

, $ sets 6 261 16

2d

4. sets 5 52

*3, <#>,?> sets 7 16

o-DW

16

16

16

16

16

eye rises 6 40 |16

\, $ rises 2

51

52
53
54
55

56
57

5 53

6 39

7 22
8 6

8 50
9 36
10 25

20
21

22
23
24
25
26

45.) 2 1st Sunday after Trinity. John 4. Day's length 10 hours 4 minutes.

Sund
Mond
Tues
Wed
Thur
Frid

Satur

8 Cecilia

9 Theodore
10 Mart. Luth.

11 P. Melanc.

12 Jonas

13 Winebert
14 Levinus

12



Has 30 Days. 27

MOON'S PHASES.

First quarter the 2d at 8 o'clock 3 minutes in

the morning.
Full .Moon the 9th at 12 o'clock 50 minutes in

the afternoon.

Last quarter the \6th at 3 o'clock 52 minutes
in the morning.

JVew Mqou the 23d at 9 o'clock 11 minutes in

the evening.

CONJECTURE OF THE WEATHEK.

The 1st, cloudy; 2d, variable; 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th,

cloudy, rainy; 7th, 8th, clear; 9th, cloudy, rainy; 10th,

11th, windy ; 12th, 13th, rain; from 14th, to 18th, fair;

19th, rain; 20th, 21st, snow storm; 22d, 23d, variable;

24th, 25ih, 26th, cloudy, rainy; 27th, 23th, cloudy;
29th, 30th, rain and snow.

REMARKABLE EVENTS.
3 St. John's taken 1775
4 General St. Clair defeated '91

13 Montreal taken '75

14 ForPMifflin evacuated '77

16 Fort Washington taken '76

16 Mud Island taken '77

18 Fort Lee taken '76

25 New York evacuated '83

30 Provisional treaty signed '82

Court of Quarter



28 The Twelfth Month, or DECEMBER—1840,

Week
Days.

Remarkable Days.
High
Water.

Moon Moon's
R ff S. Signs

Aspects of Planets and
other Miscellanies.

Sun
~ 5 rises tic sets.

Moon
south.

Old
Not

Tues
Wed
Thur
Frid

Satur

1 Longinus

2 Candidus

3 Cassianus

4 Barbara
5 Abigail

7 43



Has 31 Days. 29

MOON'S PHASES.

First quarter the 2d at 2 o'clock 17 minutes

in the morning.

Full Moon the 8th at 11 o'clock 16 minutes in

the evening.

Last quarter the 15th at 4 o'clock 3 minutes

in the afternoon.

JVe-w Moon the 23d at 4 o'clock 23 minutes in

the afternoon.

First quarter the 31st at 5 o'clock 49 minutes

m the evening.

CONJECTURE OF THE WEATHER.

The 1st, 2d, cloudy, rainy; 3d, 4th, fair; 5th, rain

and snow; 6th, 7th, variable; 8th, 9th, cloudy, rainy

;

10th, 11th, 12th, mostly clear ; 13th, snow; 14tb, 15th.

cold northwest wind; from 16th, to 20th, cloudy, rainy

weather; 21st, 22d, fair; 23d, 24th, 25ih, 26th, fair,

moderate; 27th, 28th, 29th, variable; 30th, 31st, cloudy,

rainy.

REMARKABLE EVENTS.
6 Rhode Island taken 1776
7 Newport taken '76

8 Battle of Great Bridge, Virginia '75

14 George Washington died '99

14 Jersey overran '76

15 Charleston evacuated '83

16 Tea destroyed at Boston '73

26- Hessians taken '76

29 Georgia invaded '78

Supreme
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A SOLDIER'S FAITH.

Never shall I forget their bridal—earth scarce con-

tained aught more lovely than Maria, as she passed the

portal of the village church, and hastened to escape the

admiring gaze of the rustic crowd. Maria was barely

eighteen; the light of Leauty danced in her deep blue

eye: but, on tins, her bridal morn, its long silken lash

hid more than half its brightness, and the snowy veil

which fell over her auburn tresses, was not paler than

her cheek. I had loved her ere I left my father's roof;

but I had no patrimony except a proud name and a sol-

dier's fortunes; and Maria was a prize too great for one

so portioned. I looked upon her bridegroom—every

feature was replete with manly beauty, and each well

knit limb might have formed a study for the fastidious

statuary; and yet I gazed upon him till my heart

swelled almost to bursting, and I turned once more to

look upon Maria, and wished that they had chosen her

another lord. Never shall I forget that dark, deep, earth-

turned eye, or the haughty lip with its triumphant and

fearless smile! 1 left my native village; 1 sighed not one

farewell to Maria.—After her marriage we feared to

meet : she felt that I loved her, and her own heart, more
stubborn than her nature, resisted even yet the harsh

mandate of an unyielding parent; she knew it, and she

shrunk not from her duty. Again 1 left my home, and the

sun of Spain darkened my brow, and her wars nerved my
spirit to greater daring; but I retired from her haughty

daughters with a sickening soul, for I thought of Maria,

and her fatal destiny, and I clung to her remembrance
as if my hopeless truth could in aught avail her.—Years

sped on, and my heart yearned to revisit the home of

my childhood—the birth place of my first hopes: I. trod

its path with a firm step, but the sun-ray which glanced

on me in the home of my fathers, rested on the scarred

features of a war-scathed soldier; I shrunk from the re-

flection—"Should Maria now look on me, how would
she deem me changed!" It was a foolish thought, and

in the next moment I blushed for its conception. My
stay was brief, yet ere I again became a wanderer, 1

once more beheld Maria: s-he had been the mother of

two blooming boys, but they had withered, like roses

devoured by the foul worm which feasts on beauty. I

saw her lord, too; the voice of murmur was on his

;ongue, pnd his eye scowled reproachfully as he threw

x it on his young bride—the pale cheek grew yet paler

beneath the glance—the soft blue eye swelled with the

drop of silent suffering— the heaving bosom struggled

to repress the sigh which threatened to escape it—and
1 stifled ere my tongue gave utterance to the curse my
heart engendered. 1 became loudest in the revel, but

1 could not drown the memory of that low stifled sigh;

1 mingled in the train of beauty, but the deep blue eye
with its large tear was ever in the throng, and every pale

cheek on whighl ga^ed in my wanderings, recalled the

memory of Maria! Again the tented field was my-
abode, the green sward my resting place—again my
night-slumber was Amidst the brave, and my day-dream
of conquest and of glory ; many a bold and buoyant

heart slept in death ere the field was fought—many an
ardent spirit bounded no more to the battle; but the
death-bullet passed me by, and the wound closed, and
the scar healed, when a weapon blade struck me in its

descent—and I lived on. My brother soldiers dashed
the red stream from the gleaming steel, and shouted
victory ! till the very skies seemed to echo back the
pealing of the'rr voices, and I stood by in silence, and
only asked to perish.

We left the fair land of fame and conquest, and I

bade adieu to my fellow soldiers for ever: tney pressed
around me with generous warmth, and besought my
stay; but I was a moody and a wretched man, and their

words were those of courtesy and compassion ! There
is a spell in the thought of home !

" 1 will return home
and die," I murmured : it was a vain idea, lor my father

was in his grave, my sister wedded in a foreign land—

I

was alone; but Maria dwelt near the spot where 1 had
once been happy, and her proximity was a resting

place for the wounded spirit. But even that link in

the cankered chain of existence was unri vetted: Maria
had drooped beneath the withering breath of unkind-
ness; she slept in the. cold ground. 1 hurried to the
church yard; two marble tombs gleamed pale in the
moon light—they shrouded the ashes of her lovely babes;
but her own grave was obscure and unlettered, and the
rank grass which covered it waved darkly to the night
breeze, like hearse-plumes. She had filled a lowly, but
not a forgotten resting place; and I cast myself on the

neglected grave, and 1 plucked from it every bitter

weed, and trimmed the long dark grass; and I shed no
tear as 1 performed the mournful duty— Maria was at

peace; she slept with her children. Ere I left, the
spot, my eye fell on the medal which hung at my
breast; the moonbeams glanced brightly on it, as if in

mockery; it was all *lhat now linked me to my fellow

men—all that I yet cherished on earth. I scooped a
narrow hole in the green turf on her breast, and there
1 deposited my treasure. It is the only offering of my
ill-fated love ; it will be my witness with Maria in a
brighter world, that I did my duty to my country !

1 slowly left the grave yard, and drew near to take a
last look at the habitation which was once Maria's.

Feasting and revelry resounded through the vast apart-

ments: Maria's lord had taken another bride. I paused
for one moment, to look on her full black eye and
deeply tinted cheek—from that hour life has been a

blank, and I have moved amid the world's scenes as

passionless as a breathing corse !

THE TRAVELLERS.
Two persons were travelling on horseback through

the woods near Rochester in winter, guided only by a

horse path. The snow had recently fallen to a great

depth, and they at length lost their way. They under-
took to retrace their steps, but night came on, while
they were still in the midst of the forest. They knew
they were a considerable distance from any settlement,

and had no hope of reaching a house during the night.
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Et therefore became apparent that they must spend it in

the woods. But as the sun went down, the cold in-

creased, and in a short time it was exceedingly severe.

The horses were worn out with fatigue, and the travel-

lers began to fear that they should be frozen. They
looked about for the shelter of a rock, or some other

place, but nothing of the kind presented itself. Their
situation was now alarming; they could not proceed,
and to remain idle, was certain death. At length, one
of them recollected that he had a small tinder-box in

his pocket. This he took out, and the travellers set

about making preparations to build a fire with great

alacrity. They got together the bark of some trees,

and some dry branches; they then began to prepare
the tinder-box, but on examining it, the tinder was en-

tirely gone. There was, however, in the box a small

piece of linen rag, the edges of which were burnt.

These edges were carefully rolled together, and with a

trembling hand, the sparks of fire were struck upon
them. Again and again the effort was made, but with-

out success. With feelings of the deepest anxiety the

travellers bent over the. box. Life and death were on
the issue. If the spark caught, they were safe ; if not,

they must perish. To such a narrow point is human
fortune often reduced. The flint is now struck with
greater force. The fire descends in a shower, but with-
out avail. Again, again, and again they make the trial,

and they are on the point of giving themselves up in

despair. Another blow is struck; it is caught by the
tinder, and a match is lighted; some small fibres of
wood are set on fire, and in a few minutes the travellers

are warming themselves by a bright blaze! Here they
remained during the night. In the morning, they
mounted their horses, and reached the place of their
destination in safety.

THE MOLE.

The Moles are beginning to throw up the earth, and
to destroy the herbage of the light soils. What an ex-

traordinary animal is the mole! We constantly see his
traces of destructiveness, but how difficult is it to track
him to his hiding-place. And no wonder: his excava-
tions are galleries of many feet in length, worked out
by his snout and strong fore-paws, with all the skill and .

expedition of a human miner-, and when he is alarmed
he retreats to his citadel, and defies all enemies. The
mole, as is well known to our country readers, is de-
stroyed by a trap of peculiar construction, which is dis-

charged by the little animal passing through it. The
mole-catcher—in general a quiet old man, who passes the
winter in making his traps in his chimney corner—comes
forth at this season with his implements of destruction.
His practised eye soon discovers the track of the mole,
from the mound which he throws up to some neigh-
bouring bank, or from one mound to another. It is in

this track or run that he sets his trapj a few inches below
the surface of the ground. As the mole passes through
this little engine of his ruin he disturbs a peg which holds
down a strong hazel rod in a bent position. The mo-
ment the peg is moved the end of the rod which is held
down flies up, and with it comes up the poor mole,
dragged out of the earth which he has so ingeniously
excavated, to be gibbetted without a chance of escape.
The trap is very simple and effectual; but, somehow,
the moles flourish in spite of their human enemies.
Mole-catchers, a plodding, unscientific race, know little

of their trade, which requires the most accurate study
of the habits of the animal. There was a Frenchman of
the name of Le Court, (he died about two years ago,) a
man of great knowledge and perseverance, who did not
think it beneath him to de.vote his whole attention to

the observation of the mole. He established a school for

mole-catching; and taught many, what he had acquired
by incessant perseverance, the art of tracing the mole
to his hiding place in the ground, and cutting off hi3

retreat. The skill of this man once saved a large and
fertile district of France from inundation by a canal,

whose banks the moles had undermined in every direc-

tion. Le Court alone saw the mischief, and could stop

it. Doubts have been entertained whether moles are

really so mischievous to the farmer as they are gene-
rally supposed to be. It has been said that they assist

the draining of land by forming their excavations, and
that they thus prevent the foot-rot in sheep.

MASSACRE AT WYOMING.
The following account of the devastation of the flour-

ishing settlement of Wyoming, in July, 1778, and the

massacre of its inhabitants by A party of tories and In-

dians, under the command of the infamous Col. Sutler,

and Brandt, a half-blooded Indian, is thus related by
Mrs. Willard, in her History of the United States.

"The devastation of the flourishing settlement of
Wyoming, by a band of Indians and tories, was marked
by the most demoniac cruelties. This settlement con-

sisted of eight towns on the banks of the Susquehanna,
and was one of the most flourishing as well as delight-

ful places in America. But even in this peaceful spot,
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the inhabitants were not exempt from the baneful in-

fluence of party spirit. Although the majority were de-
voted to the cause of their country, yet the loyalists

were numerous. Several persons had been arrested as

tories, and sent to the proper authorities for trial. This
excited the indignation of their party, and they deter-
mined upon revenge. They united with the Indians,

and resorting to artifice, pretended to desire to culti-

vate peace with the inhabitants of Wyoming, while they
were making every preparation for their meditated ven-
geance. The youth at Wyoming were at this time with
the army, and but 500 men capable of defending the
settlement remained. The inhabitants had constructed
four forts for their security, into which these men were
distributed. In the month of July, 1600 Indians and
trries, under the command of Butler and Brandt, ap-
peared on the banks of the Susquehanna. Two of the
forts nearest the frontier immediately surrendered to
them. The savages spared the women and children,
but butchered the rest of their prisoners without excep-
tion. They then surrounded Kingston, the principal
fort, and to dismay the garrison, hurled into the place
2C0 scalps, still reeking with blood. Col. D,enison,
knowing it to be impossible to defend the fort, demanded
of Butler what terms would be allowed the garrison, if

they surrendered; he answered, Uhe hatchet.' They
attempted further resistance, but were soon compelled
to surrender. Enclosing the men, women and children,
in houses and barracks, they set fire to these, and the
miserable wretches were all consumed.
"Thefortof Wilkesbarre still remained in the power of

the republicans; but the garrison, learning the fate of
the others, surrendered without resistance, hoping in
this way to obtain mercy. But submission could'not
soften the hearts of these unfeeling monsters, and their
atrocities were renewed. They then devastated the
country, burnt their dwellings, and consigned their
crops to the flames. The tories appeared to surpass
even the savages in barbarity. The nearest ties of con-
sanguinity were disregarded ; and it is asserted, that a
mother was murdered by the hand of her own son.
None escaped hut a few women and children; and
these, dispersed and wandering in the forests, without
food and without clothes, were not the least worthy of
commiseration."

THE QUAKERS—PENNSYLVANIA.
If the Quakers had been the legislators of the world,

they had long ago interwoven the principles of their
discipline into their penal codes, and death had long
ere now been abolished as a punishment, except for the
yrorst of crimes. As far, however, as they have had
»ny power in legislation, they have procured an atten-
tion to these principles. George Fox remons' rated
with the Judges of his time on the subject of capital

f)unishments; but the Quakers ^having no seats in the
egialature, and no predominant interest with the mem-
bers of it, they have hitherto been unable to effect any
•hange in England on the subject. In Pennsylvania,

however, where they were the original colonists, they
have had influence, and have contributed to set up a
model of jurisprudence worthy of the imitation of the
world.

When William Penn first went to America, and found-
ed that colony which is known by his name, he formed
a code of laws chiefly on Quaker principles, irr which,
however, death was described as a punishment, but it.

was confined to murder. Queen Anne set this code
aside, and substituted the statute and common law of

the mother country. It was, however, resumed in time,

and acted upon for some years; when it was again set

aside by England. From this time it continued dor-

mant until the independence of America. No sooner
had the event taken place, which rendered the Ameri-
cans their own legislators, than the Pennsylvania Qua-
kers begun to aim at an amelioration of the penal
laws. In this they were joined by several individuals

of other denominations, among whom was Dr. Frank-
lin; and these acting in union, procured from the

legislature of Pennsylvania, a reform in the criminal

code, in 1786, by which the punishment of death was
restricted to wilful and premeditated murder.

This act, which was called an experiment, was car-

ried by a very small majority, and limited to five years'

duration ; it was opposed by the authority of all the

judges, one only excepted. When the period arrived

at which the act terminated, it was unanimously renew-
ed as a permanent measure, not as an experiment, but
a truth sanctioned by indisputable facts, and with the

concurrence of all the judges, who had the magnani-
mity to declare the total alteration which their opinions

had undergone, from the extraordinary success which
attended the experiment.
The new law was entitled, " An act for the better

prevention of crimes, and for abolishing the punishment
of death in certain cases;" and it declares, that "the
design of all punishment is, to prevent the commission
of crimes, and to repair the injury that hath been,

thereby, done to society, or the individual ; and it hath

been found by experience, that these objects are better

obtained by moderate, but certain penalties, than by
severe and excessive punishments; therefore, no crime
whatever, hereafter committed, except murder of" the

first degree, shall be punished with death, in the state

of Pennsylvania."

A few years afterwards, one of the judges published
a minute detail of the comparative state of crime in the
United States, prior and subsequent to the alteration of
the laws; by which it appears, that crimes, and particu-

larly crimes of enormity, had decreased ; but that, in a

given number of persons tried, the number of convic-

tions had nearly doubled. He also stated some curious

facts. In Pennsylvania, where the punishment for for-

gery was mitigated, the crime had decreased. In New
York, where there had been no such mitigation, the
crime had gone on increasing. In one of the states,

the farmers, in consequence of their heavy losses from
horse-stealing, petitioned the legislature to protect

them more effectually, by enacting the penalty of
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death for the offence. Their request was complied
with. But so inefficient was the result, that the very
same parties afterwards prayed for a, commutation of

the penalty, alleging, that this severity generated a

reluctance to prosecute, and that reluctance reproduced
the crime. Again their request was attended to, and
the crime was found to decrease.

The doctrine of the greater efficacy of a mild law,

adopted as it was at first in Pennsylvania, has won its

way, by its own strength, through every one of the

"United States; and opinions, which forty years ago
were deemed theoretical and extravagant, are now uni-

versally received and acknowledged as indisputable

truths, throughout the whole of the great republic in

which they have been tried.

SINGULAR DEXTERITY OF A GOAT.

"Upon our road," (from Jerusalem to Bethlehem,)
says Dr. Clarke, in his Travels, " we met an Arab with
a goat, which he led abbut the country for exhibition,

in order to gain a livelihood for itself and owner. He
had taught this animal, while he accompanied its move-
ments with a song, to mount upon little cylindrical

blocks of wood, placed successively one above the
other, and in shape resembling the dice-boxes belonging
to a backgammon table. In this manner the goat stood,
first upon the top of one cylinder, then upon the top of
two, and afterwards of three, four, five, and six, until it

remained balanced upon the top of them all, elevated
several feet from the ground, and with its four feet col-

lecten upon a single point without throwing down the
disjointed fabric upon which it stood. The practice is

very ancient. It is also noticed by Sandys. Nothing
can show more strikingly the tenacious footing possessed
by this quadruped upon the jutty points and crags of
rocks; and.the circumstance of its ability to remain thus

poised may render its appearance less surprising, as it is

sometimes seen in the Alps, and in all mountainous coun-
tries, with hardly any place for its feet, upon the sides

and by the brink of most tremendous precipices. The
diameter of the upper cylinder, on which its feet ulti-

mately remained until the Arab had ended his ditty,

was only two inches, and the length of each cylinder
was six inches."

AMERICAN SETTLEUS.
The emigrants to the United States of America are

from almost every nation in Europe ; but it is a remark-
able and striking fact, that the Germans, Dutch, and
Swiss, succeed much better than those of any other
country. This is owing to their great industry and eco-
nomy, and still more to the judicious mode they adopt
in settling. In general, before these people emigrate,
they form associations, lay down their plans, and send
over an agent in whom they can confide. He purchases
for them a suitable extent of land, and prepares the way

;

when their arrangements are made, they move over in

one body. This system has always been followed by
these people, and the consequences are visible in almost
every part of the United States, but more particularly

in the States ofNew York, New Jersey, and Pennsylva-
nia, in all parts of which they are in the possession of
the best lands.

The rapidity with which one of these colonies ac-

quires wealth and property, will appear by a compari-
son of their present state, with their situation when they
first sat down in their new colony, as will be seen from
the account of the progress of one of those settlements.

This is the Harmonist Society, situated about twenty
miles from Pittsburg, which came from Wirtemberg, in

Germany, whence civil and religious persecution com-
pelled them to flee. In 1803, they sent an agent to

America, who fixed on a situation about twenty miles

from Pittsburg.

In 1804, forty families embarked at Amsterdam in

three ships; and in 1805, they were followed by fifty

more families, making in all ninety. The whole of their

property was about 20,000 dollars. This they laid oat

in the purchase of 9,000 acres of land, of which, in the

summer of 1805, they had cleared 205 acres.

In 1806, they had built a large inn, with several other

public buildings; they had also established a tannery,

and cleared 358 acres of land.

In 1807, 400 acres of land were cleared, and four

acres of vines were planted.

In 1809, the produce of their land was 4500 bushels

of rye, 4500 bushels of wheat, 6000 bushels of Indiap

corn, 10,000 bushels of potatoes, 5000 bushels of oaJs,

4000 lbs. of flax and hemp, 100 bushels of barley brewfed

into beer, and 50 gallons of sweet oil from the wlite

poppy-
. J.

In 1810, they began the manufacture of broaacian.;

and in 1811, the property of the society, including *)00

acres of land, with improvements, w/as estimated * no

less a sum than 220,000 dollars. /
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FIGHTING QUAKER.
In the American war, a New York trader was chased

by a small French privateer, and having four guns with

jplenty of small arms, it was agreed to stunt a brush with

the enemy rather than be taken prisoners. Among
several other passengers was an athletic quaker, who
though he withstood every solicitation to lend a hand,

as being contrary to his religious tenets, kept walking
backwards and forwards on the deck, without any ap-

parent fear, the enemy all the time pouring in their

shot. At length, the vessels having approached close

to each other, a disposition to board was manifested by
the French, which was very soon put in execution; and
the quaker being on the lock out, unexpectedly sprang
towards the first man that jumped on board, and grap-

pling him forcibly by the collar, coolly said, " Friend,
thou hast no business here," at the same time hoisting

him over the ship's side.

PENNSYLVANIA.
Government. Salary.

David R. Porter, Gov. (term of office expires

on the 3d Tuesday in January, 1842,)
Francis R. Shunk, Secretary,

Daniel Sturgeon, State Treasurer,

John Klingensmith, Secretary Land Office.

Jacob Sallady, Surveyor General,

Ovid F. Johnson, Attorney General,

George R. Espy, Auditor General.

1600
1400

300 and fees.

Judiciary.

Supreme Court.

John B. Gibson,
Molton C. Rogers,
Charles Houston,
John Kennedy,
Thomas .Sergeant,

Joseph Smith,

Salary.

g2.666.67
2.000.C0

2,000.00

2,000.00

2,000.00

Fees.

Chief Justice,

Associate Justice,

do.

do.

do.

Prolhonotary for E. Dist.

The Judges of the Supreme Court hold Circuit Courts
throughout the state, for which they receive, in addition

to their salaries, §4 a day while on the circuits.

The jurisdiction of the following three District Courts
for Philadelphia, and for the counties of Lancaster and
Allegheny, is the same as that of the Court of Common
Pleas in other counties.

District Court for the City and County of Philadelphia.
Salary.

President Judge, g2000
Jud,re, 2C00
do. 2000

Prothonotary.

Th. M'Kean Pet tit,

Joel Jones,

George M. Strood,
Robert Morris,

District Court for the City and County of Lancaster.
Salary.

Alexander L. Hayes, President Judge, gl600

District Court for the CMnly of Allegheny.

Robert C. Grier, Judgfi\

Salary.

glbOO

District Court for the County of York.

Daniel Durkee, Judge,
Salarv.

16UJ

NEW JERSEY. *

GoVEIlNMENT.

Governor.—Wm. Pennington, of Newark.
Secretary of State.—James D. Westcott, of Trenton.

Treasurer.—Isaac Southard.

Clerk in Chancery.—Stacy G. Potts.

Jcdiciaht.

Justices of the Supreme Court—Jos. C. Hornblower,

Newark, Chief Justice,- Gabriel H. Ford, of Morristown,

and Thomas C. Ryerson, of Newton, Associates.

John M. White, of Trenton, Attorney General.

Zachariah Rossell, (Trenton,) Clerk.

Members of Congress.

Setiators.—Samuel L. Southard, Garret D. Wall.

Representatives.—John B. Aycrigg, J. P. B. Maxwell,

J. R. Randolph, Wm. Halsted, Chas. C. Stratton, Thos.
J. Yorke.

United States Courts.—Circuit courts for the 3d cir-

cuit, are held at Trenton, for the District of New Jer-

sey, the 1st of April, and the 1st of October; except
when these days fall on Sunday: then the Court opens
on the 2d.

District courts are held for the District of East Jer-

sey, at New Brunswick, the 2d Tuesday oT March and
September; at Burlington for West Jersey, the 3d
Tuesday of May and November.

Circuit Judge, Henry Baldwin; District Judge, Wm.
Rossell; Attorney, James S. Green; Marshal, J. S. Dar-

cey; Clerk, Robert D.. Spencer, Mount Holly.

Courts of Common Pleas

are held in the several

days.

Orphans and Quarter Sessions,

Counties on the folio-wing Tues-

Bergen.
Essex
Sussex
Morris
Hunterdon
Somerset
Middlesex
Monmouth
Burlington
Gloucester
Salem
Cumberland
Cape May-

Warren

4 Jan.

1 Jan.

last in Jan.

3 Dec.
1 Feb.
1 Jan.

2 March
4 Jan.

2 Feb.
2 Dec.
1 March
3 Feb.
1 Feb.
2 Feb.

4 March
2 April

4 May
3 March
1 May
3 April

2 June

4 April

4 Mat/
3 March
2 June

1 June
last May 1 Aug.
1 June 4 Aug.

after the

2 June
4 June
3 Aug.
1 July

1 Aug.
3 June
2 Sept.

4 July
2 Aug.
3 June
3 Sept.

4 Sept

4 Oct.

3 Sept.

4 JVov.

4 Sept.

4 Oct.

1 Oct.

2 Dec.

3 Oct.

lJVov.
1 Oct.

1 Dec.
last J\"ov.

4 Ocf.

and 1st Tu.
4th in JYov.

The Courts of Errors and Appeals, Chancery, Prero-

gative Court and Orphans Courts, hold Special Terms at

such times and places as the Courts respectively appoint.



ANATOMY Or MAN'S BODY,
AS SAID TO BE GOVERNED BY THE TWELVE CONSTELLATIONS.

\

The Head and Face,

*ft ARIES.

,
' Neck,

ft TAURUS.

Breast,

»£ CANCER.

Bowels,

3* VIRGO.

Secrets,

c$g SCORPIO.

Knees,

^ CAPRICORN.

Arms,

ffi GEMINI.

Heart,

<& leo;

Reins,

i$& LIBRA.

Thighs,

& SAGITTARIUS.

Legs,

S& AQUARIUS.

The Feet,

2£ PISCES.

A TABLE

following the times of the revolutions of the Planets round the Sun, their

distances and size.

bun.
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